FUN AT THE 2015 WESTIE PICNIC
Our Westies didn’t seem to mind the heat at our annual picnic. They were too busy
making new Westie pals, barking at a passing dog, or doing whatever Westies like to
do! Approximately 25 Westies and their families enjoyed the afternoon at the home of
Club President Bev Walker. Following the Club meeting, everyone enjoyed a delicious
potluck, met old friends, made new friends and enjoyed pontoon rides. Congratulations
to Westie Butch Curtis, owned by Jackie, for winning the Doggie Door Prize!

Photos provided by Bonnie Wilson
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TWIST

GARY PORRETT

This is a true story about a 2 ½ year old, 16 pound, West Highland White Terrier named Twist.
Twist lived with her Westie family in Fenton Michigan. She came from a show champion
mother and father and had a litter of 7 puppies by C section. She didn’t want to be a mom to
them, so they were hand fed. Her owner, Bev, decided to sell her to a woman who lives in
Bloomfield Michigan.
Thursday, late afternoon, the buyer picked Twist up in Fenton and transported her to her
Bloomfield home. She took the crate and dog into the house and opened the crate door. She
went out to the garage to get a leash and collar for Twist. Twist ran out of the house, through
the garage into the night. It was 6:30, dark, and about 20 degrees outside. The buyer went
looking for twist but could not find her.
Bev called the buyer Monday morning to see how Twist was doing and was informed that she
was gone and the buyer had no idea where she was. Bev was very upset and had a problem
with how the events took place. Bev knew a gentlemen who was from Bloomfield and she
called him and told him what happened. He said he would see what he could do. He is one of
those people that can make things happen. He had his assistant check into it and within a
couple of hours Twist was found in a dog shelter on Telegraph road. Bev was called and talked
to the shelter people and described Twist by her shaved tummy and recent C section scar.
They released Twist to the assistant and she met with Bev and gave her Twist. It was a very
happy reunion.
We now know that Twist was lost at Quail Hollow and she showed up at Ayershire Dr. about
two miles away. Twist crossed a wetlands and some open water area to get there.
Saturday morning a gentleman was in his house and saw something on the edge of his back
yard in the weeds and thought it might be a rabbit or such. A few minutes later he saw Twist
and thought that something wasn’t right. Little white dogs don’t just wander around there. He
put his coat on and went out to see Twist. Twist backed up and fell into a waist deep frigid
creek and swam to a piece of wood. The man went back to his house and got a blanket and
another family member. She jumped into the cold water, and grabbed Twist. She said Twist
looked like she was about to let go of the wood because she was so tired. The young lady got
Twist out of the water. They wrapped her in the blanket, took her into the house and dried her
off and warmed her up.
They called animal control and Twist was taken to the shelter where she was kept until she
was reunited with Bev. The buyer was notified that Twist was found and agreed that she
should be returned to Bev. Her money was refunded.
After some time with her original home in Fenton, Twist has found a lady that is a perfect
match for her, and it seems that Twist has found her forever home.
Special thanks to Chuck and his assistant for their unselfish help in locating Twist.
Also, special thanks to Phil and his family who rescued Twist, and their willingness to get
involved to save a beautiful Westie that would have most surely perished.
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YOUR DOG WANTS OUT!

CYNTHIA BOWEN-ANGEVINE

bosquebeast@gmail.com
(Article with permissions provided by Angela Evans)

We all need it. Few of us get enough of it. We hear about how children and adults aren’t
getting enough exercise, but what about our dogs? Many dogs are not getting enough
exercise either, and it is taking its toll on them. I am not talking about the obvious
physical side effects: obesity, joint issues, diabetes, etc., but rather the emotional and
psychological drawbacks.
Dogs who don’t get adequate exercise show increased restlessness and anxiety. They
may be more destructive in the house or yard, and even prone to self-mutilation from
boredom or pent-up energy. They may lack confidence in new surroundings or with
other dogs or people due to lack of socialization, and have no strong bond with their
people. Some will even exhibit aggression or excessive barking due to frustration,
boredom, and an absence of leadership.
Having a large property does not guarantee that our dogs are getting enough exercise.
Whether they stay in an apartment all day or have 10 acres to roam, dogs mostly sleep,
waiting for us to come home. They need a reason to exercise, and want to do it with
you.
No matter what the breed, all dogs have basic DNA that tells them their job is to go hunt
with the pack. And the leader of that pack is, or should be, you. Dogs don’t care that you
are a lousy hunter whose idea of hunting is just walking around. They want to go. Giving
your dog the right kind of exercise just 30 minutes a day can make a tremendous
difference in the health and contentment of both of you.
So what is the right kind of exercise? Whatever you choose, as long as you are leading
and he is following. When dogs are out in front pulling, who is leading? He is. You are
just the inconvenience holding him back. That isn’t teamwork. All it does is strengthen
his dominance and your frustration. You are not bonding; he is doing his own thing and
you are going along. This is also the case when your dog makes you stop every five
minutes to sniff or make territorial statements.
Really satisfying excursions occur when you are working as a team, with you as the
leader. Your dog is given direction about where you are going and how fast. You decide
when to stop and who to visit with. Your dog trusts that you won’t lead her into danger
and that you are in control of what is happening. In order for her to understand this, she
needs to be beside you, not out in front or lagging behind.
The basic rules of walking nicely on lead apply at any speed. I train dogs to know a
“walk” command, which is less formal than a “heel” but built on it. “Walk” means stay on
my left and don’t pull, and can be used when running, biking, with a stroller or
wheelchair, or on horseback.
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What about “letting dogs be dogs”? If your dog has absolutely no time to think dog
thoughts alone in the backyard, then allow 15 percent of your total exercise time to be
off duty. It will not damage his psyche to be prevented from thoroughly investigating
every bit of data that another dog has left at the corner. Nor does she need to claim the
territory you are traveling through. Dogs were domesticated so that we, and the jobs we
have for them, give them focus—not the local news.
Cynthia Bowen-Angevine runs Citizen Canine, a dog-training service in the East
Mountains. She graduated from the National K-9 School for Dog Trainers in Columbus,
Ohio, as a Master Trainer, and has been training dogs and their people since 1991. She
lives with two dogs, a very patient cat, and an even more patient husband. Contact her
at citizencanine@aol.com
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15 MINUTES OF FAME
Barn Hunt
Rocket Peters became the 7th Westie in the country and 1st Michigan Westie to achieve the title
of Master Barn Hunter (RATM). He placed 4th with the fastest time (3:20) for small dogs in this
trial. Rocket also obtained his first qualifier towards Champion (RATCH) with a time of 3:44.
These trials were sponsored by the Sheboygan Dog Training Club, Sheboygan Wisconsin .

https://www.etsy.com/search?q=westie%20embossed%20engraved%20rolling%20pin
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HAILEY’S WHEELS FOR LIFE
www.haileyswheelsforlife.com

Sometimes a dog loses use of the back legs
but is otherwise healthy. These wheels
(carts) can make all the difference.
Recently a club member’s Westie, Charlie,
lost the use of his back legs. Matt Pike was
contacted through Hailey’s Wheels for Life.
Charlie is now able to run and play with the
use of the cart.
http://westierescue-mi.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/2015_06_20BellaUpdate01.mp4

This is a video of the little girl above (Bella) after she got her cart.
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This is not intended as medical advice or to be used in place of contacting your vet as soon as
possible.
17

Check out www.goodrx.com for price comparisons for meds for both you and your pets. Just
type in the name of the med and it will tell you where you can find it and at what price. It also will
provide coupons.
Example:
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